
What is happening in 

Ukraine?



Ukraine was 
formed in 1991 
after the collapse 
of the Soviet 
Union (USSR). 

Crimea was part of Ukraine until Russia 
invaded it in 2014…..they have now also 
invaded Ukraine.

Unlike Russia, it 
is a democratic 
and peaceful 
country in 
Europe. (President 
Zelensky 2019). 



Kiev or Kyiv?
Ukrainians call their capital “Kyiv” (kee-yiv), 
The Russian version is “Kiev” (kee-yev).



On Thursday 24th 

February 2022…
• The President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, 

ordered the invasion of Ukraine after 

months of stand off on the Ukrainian 

border.

• At present (Monday 28th), Ukraine’s 

capital city, Kyiv, is under attack and 

Russian forces have seized the 

infamous Chernobyl powerplant.

• The cost to life on the first day of 

fighting was over 130, and a further 300 

injured.  As of 27th Feb, at least 210 

civilians are believed to have died.



Russian troops crossed into the Ukraine from the 
North, East and South.  Airborne and Special Forces 
troops, ships,  tanks and missiles have all been used 
as part of the invasion.
The map below shows how much of Ukraine is under 
Russian control (as of 27th February).



…if they try to take our country away from us, 
our freedom, our lives, the lives of our children, 
we will defend ourselves. Not attack, but 
defend ourselves. And when you will be 
attacking us, you will see our faces, not our 
backs, but our faces.
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, 24th

Feb 2022.



Following the invasion roads leading out of Kyiv 
were gridlocked as people tried to flee.  Some 
took shelter in underground metro stations, 
whilst those close enough to the Ukrainian border 
left on foot to neighbouring Poland.



So why is there 

conflict in Ukraine?
The history of Ukraine is a long and complicated 

one, as is the relationship between East and 

Western Europe.

So lets take a quick look at the things you need 

to know to understand this conflict better.



A shared border, culture 

and language…

• Ukraine borders Russia to the west. 

• Aside from it’s geographical ties to Russia, it is 

also bilingual.  Whilst the Ukrainians have their 

own language, many speak Russian too.

• Much of their custom, tradition and culture 

mirrors that of Russia, so much so that the 

Russians and some Ukrainians themselves 

consider Ukraine to be a ‘mini Russia’.

• Geographical borders in Eastern Europe have 

been fluid over the last century.  

• Ukraine as we know it today was defined in 1991 

after the break up of the Soviet Union.



A complicated history
• In 1917 Russia had experienced two major 

revolutions.  This changed Russia not only in 

name, but in leadership and geography too.  

• The new Soviet Union included the Ukraine, 

and the other areas seen here in red, 

including the Crimea region.  

• In 1932-33 an estimated 3.9 million 

inhabitants of Ukraine, many of whom were 

ethnic Ukrainians, died of starvation under 

Stalin’s collectivisation policy.

• It has been labelled as one of the cruellest 

examples of genocide in the 20th century.



The legacy of WWII
• For most of the Second World War, East 

and Western Europe were united in 

defeating the common enemy, Hitler.  

• But when the war ended, their different 

ideas about how to rule and live 

(Capitalism vs Communism) increased 

tension between them.

• Joseph Stalin, began to expand their 

influence west.

• This involved taking land to the west of 

Ukraine to form a ‘buffer zone’ or layer 

of protection from the west.  



What is NATO?
• The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was 

formed in 1949 by 12 founding members 

including the USA and Britain.  It formally brought 

together the countries of the ‘west’ in alliance.

• In 1955 the east responded with the Warsaw 

Pact, which bought together the USSR countries 

in military alliance.

• This effectively created two ‘armed camps’ – with 

both sides building up their nuclear arsenal, but 

with the aim of deterrence rather than attack.

• Whilst the Warsaw Pact disintegrated in 1991 

with the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO 

continues to exist today, with membership of 30 

countries, including Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia – former Warsaw Pact countries.



A prisoner of Geography?

• When Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 
joined NATO in 2004, Ukraine discovered 
that it couldn’t escape either it’s history 
or geography.  

• Trying to keep both its east and western 
neighbours happy has divided the 
country both politically and culturally.  

• Whilst on the one hand there was a 
surging growth in Ukrainian nationalism, 
in eastern regions in particular there was 
a yearning to return to previous ties with 
Russia.

• A recent poll found that 68% of 
Ukrainians favoured joining the EU.  Their 
government had also favoured a union 
with NATO.



Increasing tension
• In addition, the growing 

influence of NATO in eastern 
Europe has been of increasing 
concern to President Putin.

• In 2014 Russia annexed the 
region of Crimea, and just weeks 
later pro-Russia rebels seized 
the regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk in easter Ukraine.  

• Many Ukrainians see the current 
invasion of the rest of Ukraine 
as eight years in the making.



What happens next?
• Efforts to avoid further military conflict will 

stepped up. Initially this will be done 

through the imposing of economic sanctions 

on Russia.

• NATO will look to avoid the use of military 

force wherever possible, but the alliance 

could be called to action if Russia attacks a 

NATO member country.

• Do you need to be worried? Whilst all 

conflicts are unpredictable, the history of 

tension between the east and west, and this 

region in particular is a long one.  

• History suggests that the threat of weapons 

serves as more of a deterrent to war than 

starting one, and for this reason nuclear 

weapons have not been used in warfare 

since 1945.



Up-to-date headlines – 28th February.

Link to video on the families fleeing:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-europe-60549130



What have people done/can they do to help?
Ensure you check with someone at home before doing any of the suggestions below.

• Attend demonstrations to show support for Ukrainian people.  

This encourages governments to act.

• Write to your MP to urge the Government to do more the help 

the conflict.

• Donate money to charities set up to help refugees etc. (be 

sure to check it is a genuine charity/collection – sadly there 

will be scammers out there!)

• Donate clothes and other belongings to local charities 

collecting these.

• Importantly, talk about this crisis in a sensitive and informed 

manner:

+ There may well be people in school who have links to Ukraine 

and/or Russia.

+ Remember, not all Russian people support these events, and will 

be as devastated as anyone else about what is happening. 



Where can I find out more 

information?

• Newsround has regular updates on what is 
happening, as does the BBC News website.

• Be careful when using social media – lots of ‘fake 
news’ and footage of previous conflicts is being 
shared as if it is current.  Always check your 
sources!

• Link to video showing some of the falsely labelled 
footage so far:  
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/26/politics
/fake-ukraine-videos-fact-check/index.html



If you are upset by this news…

• That is totally normal.  The adults are upset too, and it can be hard to understand what is going 

on.

• Talk to someone about how you feel.  Ask questions; we may not be able to answer them all, 

but it helps to talk.

• Advice if you're upset by the news - CBBC Newsround


